[image: http://www.icann.org/images/icannlogo.jpg]

ICANN 47 in Durban, 14 – 18th July, 2013
An overview of 'Africa centric' events in Durban 

Session on Africa strategy   Monday 15 July 2013 HALL 6 13.00-14h30

Rationale

In fulfilling its role as a global Internet body working for the public interest, ICANN has embarked on regional engagement plans in a number of developing countries and regions around the world. An Africa strategy was announced in October 2012 at the ICANN Toronto meeting; it was developed by an African multi-stakeholder working group and will serve as a mechanism for engagement with the African Internet Governance community. 

The strategy has key objectives and strategic projects, most of which are geared toward promotion of the African DNS market, deepening of African participation in ICANN, and repositioning ICANN’s presence and perception in Africa. (www.africanncommunity.org). This parallels ICANN’s mission to help grow proper and better industries serving end users in Africa.

Of paramount importance to the implementation of the Africa strategy are the involvement of the African community on the one hand, and the strategic engagement with global domain name leaders and actors on the other hand. Indeed, the Durban meeting intends to launch a collaborative platform whereby global leaders support efforts which empower African registries and registrars, while deepening the African markets and offering opportunities for all. In that regard, global registrars are expected to provide insights on strategic marketing, business planning and business development as well as on management and technological choices.

Key Objectives of the session are:
· To provide an update on progress in implementing the Africa strategy
· To present the FY14 Action plan
· To highlight key flagship projects and programmes
· To mobilize the African community and other potential partners for an efficient implementation of the Africa strategy. 
· To engage with global DNS leaders and create a platform for collaboration with African registries and registrars
· To demonstrate how the multi stakeholder model can help to address key issues surrounding development of the Domain name industry and business in Africa

Proposed Agenda and format

Session Chair : Fadi Chehade

High Table : Fadi Chehade, AUC Commissioner  Dr. Elham IBRAHIM; Dr Steve Crocker; Dr Nii Quaynor

· Presentation on Implementation of Africa strategy : (Pierre Dandjinou VP, Africa , Ray Plzak ) 30 mn)
· Round table on ‘Engaging Global DNS Leaders and the Africa business sector’  (Moderator : Chris Mondini)  Invited panelists : Ram Moham CEO Afilias; Adrian Kinderis, CEO, Ausregistry; Lesly Cowley, CEO, Nominet; Pierre Bonis; deputy CEO, AFNIC; Paulos Nyirenda, Chair AFTLD; Diop Mouhamet, Rep. AfRegistrars; Mike Silber
· Special projects announcements and open mike (Nii Quaynor, Award Committee Chair; incubator programme (Mouhamet Diop) (DNSSEC Roadshow (Alain Aina) (30mn)
· Africa Domain name Awards : handing out ceremony (Steve Crocker)
Note : 

1. Presentation of the strategy will elaborate on achievements since the launch of strategy, provide action plan for financial year 2014 and engage with potential partners.

2. The round table on Engaging with global DNS leaders and business sector intends to present perspectives on the DNS market globally and key factors and action lines which could fast-track development of this sector in Africa; highlights from the Africa DNS Forum will be made.

3. Special projects/ programmes announcements: the DNS entrepreneurship Incubators; The domain name awards project; the DNSSEC Roadshow






Africa Session : Wednesday, 17th July, HALL 1 A ,15 -16h30


Overarching theme: Africa Untethered – The Era of Digital Africa.

The Internet is changing the face of Africa, enabling economic development and creating unbounded opportunities that could not exist without it.  Arguably, the Internet has had a more transformative impact in Africa than anywhere in the world. A combination of green fields investment and fresh thinking, together with entrepreneurial spirit, has seen Africa become a world leader in Internet innovation in many instances. Still, there is much to be done in to increase Internet penetration across the continent and to foster further innovation. 

The ICANN Durban meeting provides an ideal opportunity for Internet thought leaders, innovators and the Internet community to engage in discussion and share ideas. The Durban meeting takes place at a pivotal moment for the Internet, with the pending introduction of new gTLDs, which in themeselves offer further opportunities for Africa in terms of economic and social development, as well as innovation.

Panel session 1: The rise of the African Internet Entrepreneur
This session will showcase the role that African Internet entrepreneurs has played in transforming economies across the continent, from mobile payment and currency solutions to agricultural market information and healthcare and education solutions.

Time: 15:00 – 15:45
Moderator : Sally Costerton
Panel includes :
· Pierre Dandjinou ICANN VP, Stakeholder Engagement – Africa
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Lukonga Lindunda, Co-founder of BongoHive (Lusaka’s Technology and innovation hub)
· Octavio Kumalo, a young South African Internet entrepreneur
· Andile Ncgube, Former Director General of the Department of Communications, South Africa and respected technology expert
· Edwin Opare, CEO & Co-Founder at Center for Open Governance, Ghana
· Senghor Patricia, Programme FIRE, AFRINIC

Panel session 2: New Behaviors (Africa’s lessons for the world)
Building on the first session, this panel discussion will focus specifically on the new behaviors that are emerging across Africa from Internet innovation and internet enabled devices with positive impact on cultures, societies and economies.  It will consider the learnings from those new behaviors, and the possible future implications, for the continent, other developing markets, and indeed the world at large.

Time: 15:45 – 16:30
Moderator : Pierre Dandjinou
· Rebecca Wanjiku, respected technology journalist with IDG, Kenya
· Lukongo Lindunda, Co-founder of BongoHive (Lusaka’s Technology and innovation hub)
· Phares Kariuki, Internet entrepreneur, Kenya
· Viv Padayatchy, Programme FIRE

Both sessions will incorporate Q&A.
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